
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

  8:30  Coffee 

Fellowship 

9:00  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10  Children’s 

Music/Sunday 

School for all ages 

11:15  Ignite 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

  

Early Bird 

registration is due by 

April 30.   

Fearless Faith! 

That is this year’s 

Dakotas United  

Methodist Camps 

theme. 

The Dakotas Conference operates 3 

camps — Wesley Acres in North Dako-

ta; Lake Poinsett and Storm Mountain 

in South Dakota.  There are camps for 

kids who have just completed Kinder-

garten and adults who are simply 

young at heart, and everyone in be-

tween.  The youngest campers stay for 

one night at camp—the perfect first 

introduction into the wonderful world of 

church camp.  Camps for older stu-

dents have varied focuses, from bas-

ketball to the arts, to outdoor adven-

tures.  There are also family camps 

available.  Wesley UMC will pay one 

half of the camp fee for children or 

youth from our church.  Just check with 

the church office for a special code to 

enter when registering.  For details 

about Dakotas United Methodist Camp-

ing program, go to www.dakcamps.org.   

See page 11 for info on Chili cook-off 

to raise funds for Camp Scholarship. 



 

 

Birthdays 

1   Khloe Olson 

2   April Baumer 

      Austin Young 

 4   Keith Brown 

 7   Andrew Galegher 

 8   Scott Taylor 

 9   Gail O’Connell 

10  Erik Burgess 

       Irene Wagner 

11   Heidi Spicer 

13  Grace Baird 

       Ali Church 

14   Aleece Mero 

15   Skyler Gilberts 

       Evan Gores 

       Mark Schlasner 

17   Harold Evans 

20  Amy Huss 

21   JoAnn Ness 

       Ron Willey 

22   Jackson Polries 

24   Peg Kindem 

        Matthew Taillon 

25   Susan Guseman 

        Tammy Harlow 

        Amber Nelson 

        Jayna Polries 

        Tom Tollefson 

        Edward Van Duyn 

27   Ricky Farroh 

28   Sterling Reed 

29   Caleb Machart 

30   Christopher Robinson 

Anniversaries 

  6  Bryon & Denise Bischoff 

      Ryan & Jessica Zerr 

10  George & Sandy                   
  Wogaman 

11  Gary & Karen     
  Ford 

13  James & Linda  
   Juntunen 

17  Keith & Jane    
  Brown 

20  Bill & DeAnn Kerzman 

25  Ron & Geraldine Elliott 



 

 A note from The 

PAstor  

15 But now more than ever the word about Jesus 
spread abroad; many crowds would gather to hear him 
and to be cured of their diseases. 16 But he would 
withdraw to deserted places and pray. ~Luke 5:15-16 

This Sunday, as you may have heard, is Camp 
Sunday! It’s one of my favorite Sundays of the year. 
My love for Camp Sunday started when I was a kid. 
Every year the sanctuary would be turned into a cozy 
little camp site and we would sing our favorite camp 
fire songs. It was so much fun and as I have grown 
into my own ministry I have tried to make Camp 
Sunday as memorable for our young ones as it was for 
me. 

Christian camping holds a special place in my heart. I grew up going to family 
camps with my parents and grandparents, Music Art Dance Drama Camp, or 
M.A.D.D. Camp, and my favorite, Leadership Training Camp, or L.T.C. Today, 
my own family heads out to the Black Hills every summer for family camp. 

It was at these camps that I found myself drawn to God. It was also at these 
camps that I first started to listen to that small voice calling me to ministry. I’ll 
never forget the times I spent sitting by the outdoor cross at Lake Poinsett, 
watching the sun set over the water, and praying to God. There’s something 
incredible that happens in our faith lives when we can simply get away for a few 
days and spend time in God’s amazing creation. 

Jesus understood this as well. He understood the importance of getting away. At 
the height of his ministry there were great crowds of people that followed him 
everywhere he went. He was performing healings constantly, and teaching others 
about God’s way—not to mention trying to mentor his disciples, who often failed 
to understand everything he was doing. I can’t imagine how stressful it must 
have been. I believe this is why, as Luke 5 says, Jesus often withdrew to deserted 
places to pray. He needed to get away and simply spend time with God. 

I would like to encourage all of you to consider taking time off this year to do the 
same. There are many incredible camping opportunities in the Dakotas, including 
camps for families, camps for children of all ages, and even senior camps. What 
better way to rest, relax, and renew then by heading out to one of our great 
camps? Also, I’d like to encourage you to make a gift towards camping here at 
Wesley. Doing so is an incredible way to invest in our young people through our 
camp scholarships. 

Well, I’m off to decorate the church! Gotta get the tent tied down, the fire lit, and 
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the food hung up. Wouldn’t want any bears getting into my snacks! 

Peace, 

Pastor Howie 

 

 

Pastor Howie 
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Wesley United Methodist Church 
Church Council & Finance Meeting Minutes 
February 8, 2016 
 
Present: Howie Baird, Penny Millspaugh (Council Chair), Judy Christy, Doug 
Williams, Steve Schlasner, Duane Sandwick, George Wogaman, Katie Stoley 
Opening Prayer – led by Pastor Howie 
Reciting of our purpose: To make new disciples of Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 
Devotion: Philip and the Ethiopian, Acts 8:26-40 
Finance Meeting: Doug Reported  
Called to order by Penny Millspaugh 

1.)  Doug Williams reported that there will be enough money to make Janu-
ary apportionments of $5,500 or 16% of the operating budget. 

2.) Approval of checks for the month of January, no questions. 
3.) Two new check signers have been added as Judy can no longer sign the 

checks. Bernice Holm and Rick Asche have been added bringing the 
total check signers to 4.  

4.) Balance sheet: 
a. Motion to zero out the air conditioning fund from the general 

fund. 
b. The Building Insurance fund was discussed, specifically that it 

can only be used for building insurance. 
c. Mother’s/Father’s Day proceeds are designated for the Youth or 

Children’s Ministry funds. 
5.) Treasurers Report: 

a. Electronic giving has helped to provide a bump early in the 
year. 

b. Snow removal contract discussed. 
Finance Meeting Adjourned 
Council Meeting  
Called to order by Penny Millspaugh 
Minutes reviewed and accepted as read. 
MCCI Report 
Pastor Howie reported that: 

1.) The Social Media team is up and running. They have met with their 
coach, Brad Aycock. This team exists to create buzz around the church, 
specifically the contemporary service. Each service will be branded; 
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 (continued) 
 Ignite for the new contemporary services and Traditions for the traditional 

first service. The social media team along with members of the church 
with social media platforms will “blast” Facebook and other mediums to 
promote the new contemporary service.  

2.) The Signage and Lobby Coach will complete a walk-through on Saturday, 
February 20 with Pastor Howie. The following day the coach will meet 
with the rest of the team. 

3.) Two coaches will be assigned for the Outreach Project. Bea Stucke will 
conduct a demographic study the one mile radius surrounding the church. 

4.) A coach for the Elisha project is in the process of being assigned.  
Reports: 
Finance Report: Doug Williams 

1.) Discussed a class upon electronic giving and using the QR code in the 
bulletin. 

a. Discussion included a monthly class, incorporating it in the Door
-to-Core curriculum as part of the new member class. 

2.) Letters were sent this week to those who increased their pledges for 2016.  
Trustees Report: Duane Sandwick 

1.) Discussed the sidewalk patch. Have received bids from Opp Construction 
($2,200) and Rogers ($1980 + pinning & rebar). They voted – the money 
will come from the Building the Future Fund. This will be completed in 
the summer.  

2.) Discussed finishing the window project.  
3.) Discussed security system. Potentially looking into an entry buzzer with a 

video monitor for the parking lot on the North side. Financing for this has 
not been discussed. 

Staff Parish Report: Howie Baird 
1.) Howie reported that Rachelle has been doing, all is going well. 
2.) The committee is working on a vacation policy. Ryan Zerr is currently 

taking the ideas discussed to put in place. Will finalize via e-mail. 
3.) The Staff Parish Committee does not plan to meet next month. 

New Business 
1.) Doug discussed the matter of reflective or lighted signs on University 

Avenue. After a brief discussion it was decided that this is an issue to be 
brought up at the signage meeting. 

2.) Additional lighting outside the building was discussed. Currently the 
building is dark and not lit at night. 

Pastor’s Report 
1.) Wednesday, February 10 is the Ash Wednesday service at Zion. Soup 

suppers will begin next week. 
2.) Howie will be starting a sermon series based on 1 Corinthians 13, all 

about love. 
Meeting was closed in prayer by Pastor Howie and then adjourned. 
 
Next meeting: March 21, 2016 at 7:00 PM 
 
Submitted by Katie Stoley  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

There are many ways that you can participate in the life and ministries of Wesley 

Church! 

How can I Help? 

1. By Sharing your Prayers  

Prayer Focus for April: The Spirit Lake Ministry Center and the Native                                                     

             American people they serve 

          (See back page for additional prayers) 

 

2. By sharing your presence, time & talents 

This month, we say Thank You to: 

- All who have helped with Sunday morning worship by serving 

as Welcome Teams, Lay Readers, Communion Preparers and 

Servers, Sound Board Monitors, Nursery Helpers, and by 

providing special music for our Sunday worship services. And those who helped 

with special services during Holy Week, including the Youth who helped with the 

Easter Sunrise service 

- Those who serve on Church Council, Board of Trustees, Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee, Finance Committee, Memorial Committee, and in all other leadership 

roles within our church 

- Wesley Quilters for making quilts to donate to RRVCA’s Shelter House. 

- and those who: 

- have provided soup or other items, or have helped serve and clean up 

  for the soup suppers on Wednesdays in Lent and on Maundy Thursday 

- have provided meals for the Young Adult/College-Age group or for  

  Youth Group 

- are serving on a team working on our MCCI prescriptions 

- are helping plan, organize and lead activities for our youth 

- lead Sunday school classes or help in other ways with our Christian education 

program 

- help provide, prepare, serve and cleanup for Sunday coffee fellowship and 

 provide cookies, other treats or coffee 

- polish brass offering plates, candle holders, etc., and fill the oil candles 

- count the weekly offering 

- care for and water the plants inside the church building 

  

And thank you to the many others who share their time with our 

church and community in ways that we do not always know 

about. 
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Contact Judy Christy, 

Coordinator of Lay Ministries, at 
772-1869 or 

judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com  
for more information or to 

volunteer. Also watch for sign-up 
sheets in the church lobby, or 
announcements in the weekly 

bulletin. Training will be provided 
as needed. 

Are there are other projects or 
activities you would like to see 

happen?  Email Judy about that 
too! 

7 

On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our web 

site at gfwesley.org.  Click on 

the “online giving” tab and fol-

low the steps to “make a dona-

tion”.  Or simply scan the QR 

code below.   

We 

thank 

you for 

your  

support! 
 

3.  By sharing your gifts, such as 

- Funding for the continuation of the   

 Bakken Oil Rush Ministry at 

https://www.gofundme.com/wbvrxxxw 

- Additional contribution to the  

 general fund of Wesley UMC. 

- Batting for the Quilting Group. 

- UMCOR kit supplies—especially  

 School and health kit items 

- Funds for church building updating/ 

 repair projects. 

- Donation for Native American  

 Ministries Sunday on April 10 

 

Volunteer Needs for this Month: 

- Help with garden areas 

- Welcome Team at 9:00 Traditional 

 & 11:15 Ignite worship services 

- Lay readers at the 9:00 am  

 Traditional worship service 

- Substitute Children’s Sunday School 

 Teachers & helpers 

- Help polish brass candles, offering 

 plates, etc. 

         

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges         $14,372.06       $6,200.00  

January       $19,922.87     $23,572.45 

February       $18,656.71       $20,562.68 

March           $21,336.78        $22,926.89   

Total            $74,288.42      $73,262.02

  
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                      

                      March 6          63+ 51 = 114 

                      March 13        65+ 45 = 110 

                     March 20        117 + 54 = 170 

                      March 27        35+111+79 = 225 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

          March 6       38 

                          March 13      34 

                          March 20      34 

                          March 27      23 

mailto:judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com
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Treasurer's Report 3/29/16 

If you search the internet for the phrase, "We are on a Mission From 

God" , you get directed to film clips of John Belushi and Dan Aykroyd 

as the Blues Brothers, a movie from 1980. I think it's a classic movie and 

I encourage you to check it out.  

So what does this have to do with church finances? Wesley United 

Methodist Church isn't on a mission from God, but instead we are on a 

Mission FOR God. With the recent adoption of a new mission statement, our purpose has 

become to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. And I 

believe it is happening in our congregation.  

We are seeing positive results in our finances. Pledges returned to the office demonstrate 

people's confidence and commitment to Wesley. Over 70% of the 2016 pledges showed 

an increase over last year. More people have signed up for electronic giving, which is a 

commitment from members to have recurring contributions made. 

Our giving to date is on track to meet our work for the mission of the church. We have 

received just over $78,000 for the first quarter of 2016. The budget that was recently ap-

proved by church council has as its fundraising goal a figure of $312,000. This amount will 

allow us to continue the work we have planned for the balance of the year. Additionally 

this amount will allow Wesley to fulfill its promise to the Dakotas Conference to fund our 

share of mission projects beyond the walls of Wesley Church and the Grand Forks area. 

So I am asking you to continue these positive efforts. With the warmer summer months, 

and lake and vacation season coming up, please continue to support the mission of Wes-

ley. Consider making a financial pledge if you haven't already. If you are going to be away 

from Wesley, you can continue your financial support by setting up recurring electronic 

giving. Please contact the church office if you would like assistance with this. Please note 

that you can now manage your giving online as well. Visit the church's website or use the 

QR reader in the bulletin.  

Thank you for your financial support of Wesley this spring. Let's hope it can continue to 

grow just as the seeds local farmers and gardeners will be planting in the ground in the 

near future. Things are going well at Wesley, let's keep it going this summer. See you in 

church and invite a friend to join you. 

John Galegher, Jr.    Treasurer 

Spring is here! That means the flower beds will need attention shortly. 
Helen DeMaster would greatly appreciate some assistance with the 

perennial bed.  Thanks 
 

We also need a person or two who would be interested in working in and taking 
care of the front memorial garden area this spring and summer. This is the garden 
area located inside the circular drive at the south church entrance.  Please contact 

Judy Christy at judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com or at the church office (772-
1869) if you are will willing to help. Thank you! 

mailto:judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com
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The Youth at Wesley have 

been busy!  Last month it 

was cosmic bowling fol-
lowed by night games, mov-

ies, and a lock-in at the 

church.  This month, they 

worked on a service project 

– gathering items to help 

older children transition 
from foster care for PATH-ND.  A lot of items were donated and/or 

collected – enough to fill five (5) complete totes!  Thank you to all 

who helped with this project. 

The Youth are now planning the early morning Easter service.  In 

addition to hearing lessons, they will be going to laser tag at 

Northern Air this month, preparing May baskets for deliveries to 
the nursing homes in early May, and then cap the year off with a 

swim/pizza party at Splasher’s Water Park at the Canad Inn. 

Dates for these year end activities will be coming in a separate 

letter to the parents.  If anyone has questions or concerns, please 

see Pastor Howie, Marge Myrold, or Kellie Burgess. 

UP COMING EVENTS:  

April 10: Laser Tag            

April 17: Lesson 

April 24: assemble May Day Baskets 

May 1: deliver May Day Baskets 

May 8: No Meeting 

May 15: Lesson 

May 22: Last Day of Youth Group! 

United Methodist Women Focus Day 

Wesley’s United Methodist Women will be hosting a UMW Focus 
Day on Saturday, April 9.  This is an opportunity to hear more about 
activities and missions of United Methodist Women, UMW’s Mis-

sion u studies, and to enjoy fellowship with other women from Methodist churches in 
the Upper Valley area. 

Please contact Berniece Holm at 775-7450 or at rus 730@msn.com or the church 
office if you plan to attend.  Registration begins at 8:45 am and the program will con-
clude by 1:00 pm.  The cost for the day is $10 including lunch.   

mailto:rus%20730@msn.com
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HEY LADIES!  YES YOU! 

I’d like you to select a day to visit the quilters. 
I am not asking for a weekly commitment.  I’d like you to see 
you don’t need to use a machine.  You are not given a job.  
You see if there’s a job you would like to do. You decide if you 

would like to help once a month, twice a month, once a week or not at all.  
There’s a great fellowship you are missing out on.  Come Wednesdays at 
1:30, leave according to your schedule.  TRY IT! You don’t know what you 
are missing 
Coordinator: Helen DeMaster , 701 772-3584 

Keep Bakken Oil Rush Ministry Alive 

Kathy and Duane Tretter have been long-time mem-
bers of Wesley UMC and moved to western North 
Dakota a couple years ago.  Their  move happened 
to coincide with the Dakotas Conference emphasis 
on ministry in the Bakken Oil fields. Kathy and Duane 
have been volunteering and working closely with the 

Jim & Kathie Konsor, Dakotas conference missionaries working with 
the Bakken Oil Rush Ministry. We recently received the following note 
from Kathy: 

There is such a need to keep the Bakken Oil Rush Ministry going here 
in Watford City. We could use all the support we can get. As a mem-
ber of Wesley on a long mission here in Watford City, I'm reaching out 
to my congregation. Not only for prayers and material donations, but 
financial donations are a real need at this time.  

We would also love to host a volunteer group of helping hands. 

Thank you for all your past support & prayers. God has a plan for us 
all; He will provide.  

Blessings,  
Kathy Tretter Watford City, ND  

Please visit our new GoFundMe page. 

https://www.gofundme.com/wbvrxxxw  

Thank you! 

Jim and Kathie Konsor 

Bakken Oil Rush Ministry, Watford City, ND  

https://www.gofundme.com/wbvrxxxw
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April 19 @ 7:00 p.m. 

At Wesley UMC 

Book:  Wonder 

            By R. J. Pacacio   

New members are always 

welcome!  For questions, call Pat 

Henry at 701 775-5904 or email @ 

pathenry@gra.midco.net 

 

The children had a great time waving palms 
throughout the worship area and then singing 
praise songs about Jesus on Palm Sunday.  The 
next time they are scheduled to sing is Mother’s 

Day – which is May 8.  They will sing at the 9:00 a.m. service.  This 
will be the last time your children will be singing for the year and they 
will be learning a complicated song.  Please have them regularly 
attend Sunday School so that they can learn the song.  Thank you for 
bringing your children to Sunday School – they are a joy to work 
with!  Kellie Burgess, Children’s Music Leader 

Mark your calendars for Camp Sunday 
on April 3! 

Come back to church between 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
for a CHILI COOK-OFF! 

We will be hosting the 3rd Annual Chili Cook-Off.  So, 
make your favorite chili recipe to bring for others to taste and vote for 

their favorites. 

Prizes will be given for the OWW…OWW…OWW Hottest Chili as well 
as for the MMM…MMM…MMM Best Chili. 

A free-will offering will be taken for the meal with proceeds going to 
the Camp Scholarship Fund.  We will also need a few people to bring 
other things to go with chili such as bread, Fritos, cheese, crackers, 

and desserts.  Please call the church office to see what is still needed. 

The Magazine Swap in 
the Narthex will be 

discontinued.   
Thank you to all who 

contributed maga-
zines.  Also, thanks to those of you 

who used the  
magazines for yourself or for mis-

sion. A big thanks to Renee 
Machart for keeping the Swap cur-

rent these past few months.   
Helen DeMaster 



 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 

Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 

Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor: ............................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Coordinator of Lay Ministries/bookkeeper: ...... Judy Christy 
Choir Director/Organist: ............................ Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .................................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..………………………………………………Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 
12 times each year to keep members and friends informed of 
programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 
family.  

For our Prayers --- 
 We offer our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of 

Ellen Gray who passed away on March 26 at the age of 99.  

Plans for a memorial service are still pending.   

 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Darlene Hinsz, Beulah 

Hodges, Emolyn Skinner, Lois Weisser;  

At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s parents; At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol, 

Carol Clark, Dean Hruska; At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, 

Charlene Kotts, Verle Ralston; At Mapleview Memory Care: Phyllis Sand 

At Home:  

Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 

Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father. 

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 

monthly prayer list, please email them to judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 

pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie, Judy Christy or Penny 

Millspaugh. 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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